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INTRODUCTION - THE: ESTANCIA BASIN 

BASIN DESCRIPTION: The Estanciet Basin, roughly 2,400 square miles in area, is located in 
the semi-arid, north-central portion of New Mexico, approximately an hour's drive east of the 
City of Albuquerque. The Basin is bod-shaped rising from lower areas in the cenwd a d  south- 
wtral portions of the Basin to the Mamano Mountains (3,OOQ feet to 10,000 feet in elevation) in 
the west and to lower mountains to the east, south and north 

Historically, the salt lakes h the south-central portion of the Bwin have been a source of salt for 
the Native Americans, the Spanish and more recently early settlers. The saIt lakes appear to rely 
on precipitation and runoff (rainf$ll and snow melt) for recharge, with some recharge possibly 
coming from undef1yia.g men. The salt lakes are about half the size they were in the euly 
1900's. T'heir reduction in size appears to be the r e d t  of an interception of the surface and 
subsurfaoe recharge possibly combined with long-term climatic changes to a drier climate. 

The rolling f o o W  of the Mamano Mountains in the western portion of the Basin have slowly 
changed from fairly open rangeland to pinon a d  juniper forests over the past 1 00 to 1 50 years. 
Natural springs in the northeastem portion ofthe Basin md in the footbills of the Mswzano 
Mountrtins in the western portion of the Basin have c d  to flow or become intendtent over 
this m e  period. There are a few intermittent streams or fieshwrater lakes during heavy snow 
pack years, but no s i d c a n t  streams exist in the Basin The above f'mtors combined with a 
generd drying of the area's climate over this period seein to indicate a long-term shift towards 
less d a c e  water, less recharge and ultimately less groundwater as a long-term trend. Shorter 
periods of time indicate more dramtic fh~ctuations between wet and dry cycles. 

Historically, since ancient times, the Basin has supported a population that has not exceeded 
10,000 indiiduds. The fluctuation in population has always been in some part based on the 
availability of accessible water supply, and remains so today. Since the early 1900'~~ the Basin bas 
supported a similar-sized population with the lowest number, about 5,800 individuals, recorded in 
the early 1960's. Today, the Basin has grown to about 23,QOU individuals, a four-fold increase. 
Demographic and wnomic projections indicate a continued population growth over the next 40 
years to about 70,000 individuals in the Basin. 

Farming, ranching, government, service-oriented and tourist related businesses dominate today's 
Basin ecaaamy. In recent y w s  the Basin has become a rapidly increasing %&m commuiw 
for the Greater Albuquerque Area adjoining it to the northwest. The Basin' s proximity to 
Interstate 40 @-40), r u d  Mestyle and wide own spaces have attracted many new residents. The 
result has been the mtroduotion of a hcremiigly suburban Westyle into what hi been largely a 
rural way of life with the resulting tmsiom wnd concam that always aumqany su~h changes. 

Most of the Basin's towns are & and reflect a rural way of&; however, in recent years an 
east-wmt corridor astride Interstate 4Q in the north-wntd portion ofthe Basin from Moriarty in 
the east to Edgewood in the west and further to t h ~  west in the area abutting the Basin have 
begun to grow dramatically. Indications and projwtionti point to w oodnuation of this growth 
with Edgewood, in pmtidar, becoming even more of an extension of the Albuquerque Area. 



The hydrographic Basin is located in five coudes, and is influenced or inthrences activities in 
three more codes.  Torrance County is the largest in ma (80 percent of the h d  area of the 
Basin is in T o m o e  County) with Smt~ Fe and Berndifio Counties dso playing a msjor role in 
the Basin (largely because of the major population increases occurring in these two counties). 
The other two codes ,  Saa Mipel and Lincoln have little in the way ofland m a  or population. 
The county st& of Torrance County, the Town ofEstancia, L lomied in the central part of the 
Bash. Both Smta Fe County's county seat, the City of Santa Fe, and BmdiUo County's county 
seat, the City of Albuquerque, are Iocated approximately 30 to 40 d e s  &om the Basin. 
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Figure 1: Countlp Map, mam5a Basin 
























































































